Chet Phillips

March 27, 1912 - January 10, 2013

Chester Phillips was born the second of 11 children to George A. and Elsie J.
(Maloney) Phillips on March 27, 1912, in rural Green County lowa. He
attended school in Scranton, IA, until the family moved to a farm west of Spirit
Lake. He graduated high school from Spirit Lake in 1932.

After graduating, he started working for farmers in the area for $25.00 a
month. Then, in 1937, Chet started farming for himself with four horses, three
cows, 50 chickens, and some old machinery. On the 20th day of April 1938,

he married Mary Lambert. Mary's brothers introduced them. They lived west of
Spirit Lake on a farm until 1943. They then moved to a farm east of Spirit Lake
that Mary's family had homesteaded years before. To this union two children,
Jim and Betty, were brought into this world. Chet was a grain and livestock
farmer. After semi-retirement he continued to help his son, son-in-law and
grandson farm.

Chet loved farming and livestock; they were his hobbies. He was chairman of
the one room school until they consolidated with Spirit Lake School Systems.
He was also on the Dickinson County Extension Service Board for and served
as a 4-H leader for many years. He was devoted to the church as well and
served on many committees and the trustees for a great deal of years to help
see the new church that stands today. When they semi retired and moved into
town in 1983, he had a very large garden and gave a lot of the fresh garden



products to family, friends, and neighbors. In his last few years before moving
to Hilltop Care Center, he attended the Senior Kiwanis.

Those allowed to enjoy their memories of Chet include: his wife, Mary; his
daughter, Betty Wernimont; his sister, Ruth and her husband, Ron Hansen of
Estherville; his brother-in-law, Donald Barfoot of Spirit Lake; E.W. Harris of
Spartanburg, South Carolina; as well as his sister-in-law, Phoebe (Phillips)
Clayton and her husband, Louis. Chet's grandchildren include: Robin and her
husband, Greg Elser of Spirit Lake; Mel and his wife, Sonya Wernimont of
Spirit Lake; Scott and his wife, Jessica Wernimont of Cottonwood, MN; along
with Amy and her husband, J Dodson of Nevada, IA. Chet also had eleven
great-grandchildren: Jacob, Rachel, and Coral Elser of Spirit Lake; Cody and
Mindy Wernimont of Spirit Lake; Dalten, Shelten, and Payten Wernimont of
Cottonwood, MN; Joseph, Gracie, and Lucy Dodson of Nevada, IA. He also
had many nieces and nephews as well.

He was proceeded in death by his parents; his son, James Phillips and son-in-
law, Mendal Wernimont; also by his brothers, Clifford and his wife, Melvina;
Donald and his wife, Lola; Robert and his wife, Margaret; along with Fred (at
birth); Lyle; George and his wife, Sophia. Chet was also proceeded by his
sisters: Freda, Doris Barfoot, Dorothy Harris; as well as nephews: David
Hansen, Melvin Phillips, and Adam Phillips.

A funeral service will be held at 10:30A.M. Monday, January 14, 2013, at the
United Methodist Church in Spirit Lake. Visitation will be held Sunday, from
4:00P.M. until 6:00P.M. at the Schuchert Funeral Home. Burial will be at
Lakeview Cemetery in Spirit Lake.
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Keeping your family in my heart and prayers, Chet holds a special
place in my heart! Very blessed to know such a wonderful soul.

Julie Kollasch - January 17, 2013 at 03:10 PM



Our deepest sympathy is extended to your family. Chet was my 4-H
leader and had a lasting impact on me. He was always kind,
dedicated, and talkative. He will be missed by many.

Collette Travis - January 15, 2013 at 10:53 AM
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When | was much much younger me, mom,dad and Adam were at
the farm looking at Chet's new car. All of a sudden Chet just broke
out in laughter | always seen him smile but seldom laughed like
that.He said look at this dam thing He found that the refection in the
car side windows were just like carnival mirrors due to their curve
and laughed like crazy. This is just one of many GREAT memories
we had at that farm with Chet and Mary | will never forget him after
all he is part of who | am!

George Phillips - January 12, 2013 at 11:01 AM

My parents have shared so many kind stories of Chet as their
neighbor and friend, so our prayers and thoughts are with you.

Diana (Doocy) Koppen - January 12, 2013 at 10:57 AM



Mel, So sorry for the loss of your Grandfather. May your memories
bring you comfort. Tim & Jane Matthews

Tim & Jane Matthews - January 12, 2013 at 09:55 AM
Dear Mary and Betty,
So sorry to hear of Chet's passing, he lived a long, prosperous life
and left some big shoes to fill. He had such a great outlook on life.
What a great neighbor and friend.

Love and Prayers to you all

Becky & Chuck Peters - January 11, 2013 at 03:42 PM
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Jessica - January 11, 2013 at 02:15 PM
Mary and Betty, We are so sorry to hear about Chet's passing. |
always enjoyed visiting with him at Hilltop. You are in our prayers.

Rod & Coreen

Rodney Boernsen - January 10, 2013 at 10:05 PM



