Helen A. Jensen
June 23, 1920 - December 30, 2015

A Memorial Gathering will be held at 1:00 P.M. Saturday, May 7, 2016, at the
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall in Inwood, lowa. Friends and
family are invited to share memories and lunch. Burial will be held at a later
date.

Helen Adele Jensen (Rasmussen), age 95, of Okoboji, IA, passed away on
Wednesday, December 30, 2015, at her home in Okoboji. She was born on
June 23, 1920, in Omaha, NE, to Harry and Hattie (Hillesland) Rasmussen.
She grew up as a farm girl near Inwood, lowa, and after graduating from high
school, she earned her teaching certificate at lowa State Teacher's College in
Cedar Falls. She began her teaching career in Sutherland, where she met
John Jensen, whom she married on August 1, 1945.

She continued her teaching career while raising her family with John. She
attended post-graduate education at Augustana College (Sioux Falls) for her
Bachelor's degree, and then graduated with her Master's degree from the
University of South Dakota. She first taught elementary grades, and for the
last half of her career she was a reading and learning disabilities specialist.
She loved working with children, and was once named "lowa's Outstanding
Elementary Teacher of the Year." Her last several years of teaching were in
Arnolds Park.

Helen enjoyed oil painting, reading, flowers, gardening, and family fun.
Helen is survived by her husband, John Jensen, of Okoboji, IA; daughters,
Susan Jensen-Cekalla (Duane) of Rice, MN, Joan Ellen (Bruce) VanderWaal



of Sioux Falls, SD, Kristin Jensen (Bruce Brown) of Sioux Falls, SD; four
grandchildren, Justin (Deanna) Persoon of Scottville, MI, Catherine Persoon
of Spring Lake, MI, Russ VanderWaal of Vancouver, WA, and Dana
VanderWaal (Matt Stassen) of Colorado Springs, CO; five great-
grandchildren, Kelsey, Austin, and Trevor Persoon, and Lily Cass, all in Ml,
and Caleb Van Vooren of Sioux Falls, SD; nieces and nephews; sister-in-law
Doris Jensen of Florida; brother-in-law Paul Jensen, of Sutherland, IA, and
many special friends.

Helen was preceded in death by her grandparents, parents, and beloved
sister, Jody Christensen.

The Schuchert-Lentz Funeral Home in Spirit Lake is in charge of the
arrangements.



Tribute Wall

Oh | am so sorry to hear this! | always knew the second | walked
through their door your mom would be there to greet me with a big
smile! You always knew you were appreciated! | sure have missed
them since | have left Good Sam Home Health! Give your dad a big
hug for me!

Kari Fechter - January 06, 2016 at 12:51 PM

Dear Uncle Johnnie, Susan, Jo, Kris, and families,

We were so sorry to hear of Aunt Helen's passing.

I'm so glad that we got to celebrate their 70th wedding anniversary
with all of you. Our love and

prayers go out to all of you.

Julie & Dennis Dau - January 01, 2016 at 10:41 AM

My condolences to Helen's family. | will forever remember her huge
smile she always wore so proudly, especially at the VFW Fish Fry
which is where | normally would see her. She always had a friendly
hello and kind word. | will miss her!

Rick Collins - January 01, 2016 at 07:29 AM



