
Joan Williams
July 24, 1921 - August 28, 2016

Memorial services for 95 year old Joan “Jo” Williams of West Okoboji will be
10:00 AM on Monday September 5th at Calvary United Methodist Church in
Arnolds Park. Burial will be in Waterman Cemetery in Sutherland at a later
date. Visitation will be 4:00 – 6:00 PM on Sunday at the Schuchert-Lentz
Funeral Home in Spirit Lake. 

 

Joan Williams was born on July 24, 1921 to John Dyke and Margaret Ethel
Bark in Barrington, Illionis. The family moved to Sioux City, Iowa where Joan
attended the Kate Hubbard Nursery School. She received her primary and
elementary education at Hunt School in Sioux City. 

 The family next moved back to her parents’ hometown of Sutherland in
O’Brien County where she attended junior high and high school, graduating in
1939. Joan went to Iowa State Teacher’s College where she received a B.A.
degree in Health and Physical Education. 

 

She started her teaching career in 1943 at Alta Consolidated School where
she taught Physical Education for 9 years. The next 31 years were spent
teaching Health and Physical Education in the Spirit Lake Community
Schools. She started the elementary and primary physical education
programs at Spirit Lake. 

 

She loved all ages of children dearly but her favorite group was the teenagers.



She knew each and every student in the whole school by first and last name
and could tell you something about all of them. She had many humorous
stories about dealing with her “kids”. 

 

After 25 years of retirement Jo received a most coveted honor. She was
inducted into the Spirit Lake Hall of Achievement for Exceptional Educators.
“To teach is to touch a life forever” and “what we do for ourselves dies with us.
What we do for others and the world, remains and is immortal”. 

 

Jo had a passion for traveling. There are not many places in the world she
hadn’t been. Her favorite countries were Australia and Ireland. Of all the exotic
places – climbing Ayers Rock, staying in a jungle camp on the Amazon River,
climbing Macchu Picchu ruins in Peru, riding the train through Siberia to Lake
Baikal, living in yurts in the Gobi Desert, staying in a castle in Wales, standing
in awe of Stonehenge in England – her most thrilling tour was sailing to
England on the Q.E. II, sightseeing and attending shows in the London area,
taking the chunnel train under the English Channel to France, spending three
days in Paris, eating dinner at the top of the Eiffel Tower, cruising the Seine in
the moonlight, attending the show at the oldest cabaret in Paris – the most
exciting thing was flying the Concorde to New York’s JFK in 2 hours and 56
minutes. She even talked the head steward into taking her up into the cockpit! 

 

Jo had a wonderful life. She had been a member of P.E.W., Calvary United
Methodist Church, University of Okoboji Foundation, Friends of Lakeside Lab,
OPA, Humane Society of NW Iowa, Sun City Hikers, CAASA, a charter
member of the Chi Chapter of the International Delta Kappa Gamma Society
the Coral Chapter Order of the Eastern Star in Sanborn. She had the best of
both worlds in her retirement years, living in Arizona in the winter months and
spending the rest of the year at her beloved Okoboji. 

 

Joan was preceded in death by her parents and a sister, Barbara Bark



Williams. 
 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to Calvary United Methodist
Church or the Spirit Lake School Foundation.
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SM

BM

KT

Sue Post Mathison - September 05, 2016 at 01:11 PM

Sue Post Mathison lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams

Becky Castle Mealey - September 04, 2016 at 06:59 PM

I was lucky enough to have Ms Williams for
one year of PE at Spirit Lake, Iowa. My dad
was one of her students in Alta, Iowa!!! She
was the happiest and most energetic adults I
had ever known.

  
Rest in Peace.

Kay Carlson Thoreson - September 04, 2016 at 05:06 PM

I was honored to have Miss Williams as my PE Teacher. Miss
Williams was definitely the Best of the Best.
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perry kizer - September 03, 2016 at 04:33 PM

i will miss you my friend. we go back to my youth and u were a
customer of mom's and later her very close friend. after mom retired
and moved to live with me u would come each year to visit us and in
2000 we moved to arizona and u came to sun city for 4 months and
we would meet at a casino and then u came to spend a night with
us till u decided not to travel anymore. mom had so many fond
memories of all the times u spent together and ur fondness for her
pets. i am happy i stayed in touch with u over the years and enjoyed
our talks as mom did. u were such an inspiration to all knowing u
and being a part of everyones life. will miss ur smile my friend. god
be with you. 

 perry kizer, tucson, az.

Vernon and Bev Wittler - September 02, 2016 at 07:58 PM

Vernon And Bev Wittler lit a candle in memory
of Joan Williams

Kami Hartig - September 02, 2016 at 06:18 PM

I was not lucky enough to have had her as a teacher, but was
honored to be a recipient of the Jo Williams scholarship. She was
such a wonderful and inspiring person who made a difference in the
lives of everyone she met. She will truly be missed.
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Michelle & Layton Vick II - September 02, 2016 at 11:36 AM

Michelle & Layton Vick II lit a candle in
memory of Joan Williams

Barb Hoffman - September 01, 2016 at 08:05 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Deanna Hughes Copeland - September 01, 2016 at 05:10 PM

It takes a village to raise children and we
were all so lucky to have Ms. WIlliams in our
village. Beyond the fun of square dancing,
bowling, intramural volleyball, and
cheerleading, she instilled In me a lifelong
attitude of can do! I was visiting and ran into Ms. WIlliams buying
sweet corn at the Methodist Church parking lot, she took one look
and said there is a Hughes Kid, remarkable after 40 plus years.
Rest in Peace Ms. Williams, your impact lives on!

Carmen Wiese - September 01, 2016 at 04:27 PM

We lost a "Jewel", but heaven gained a grand and really bright star!
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Margaret Chase - September 01, 2016 at 01:52 PM

I'm one of her "older" students-loved her as a teacher, and cried
when she left Alta to go North. She was one of the first to let us play
5 on 5 basketball even when it was a gym class. Also did square
dancing, and of course, all of the other sports that girls now do
competitively that we could only do in gym class. She not only
taught sports, but other things that young girls needed to know
about hygiene-even shaving your legs & under your arms!!! They
don't make them like her anymore. Loved her.

Jeff Ehlers - September 01, 2016 at 08:48 AM

What a great lady! Condolences to her family, she will be missed.

Diane Osgerby Jenkins - August 31, 2016 at 11:06 PM

Diane Osgerby Jenkins

Debbie Godbold Bahr - August 31, 2016 at 09:48 PM

Debbie Godbold Bahr sent a virtual gift in
memory of Joan Williams
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Debbie Godbold Bahr - August 31, 2016 at 09:50 PM

Debbie Godbold Bahr, had the joy of being a student of Miss Williams
from 1969 to 1974... We had good times. Saw her a lot after that
around town. She was a wonderful lady and did so much for others that
many didn't know of

Jess & Marlys Nichols - August 31, 2016 at 09:13 PM

Jess & Marlys Nichols lit a candle in memory
of Joan Williams

Susan Maahs - August 31, 2016 at 02:54 PM

I was very fortunate to have known Jo Williams as a co-worker in
teaching and as a teacher to my children. Whenever we met she
always wanted to know the latest about my children, whom she
considered her children along with hundreds of other former
students. 
 
One thing some people might not know about Jo is that 30 years
ago in 1986 she was the first person to donate a “named
scholarship”, the Jo Williams Scholarship, in the newly created Spirit
Lake Community School Foundation. Each spring since then two
graduating seniors, both a boy and a girl, have received a college
scholarship due to her generosity. 
 
Susan Maahs
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susan christensen aderhold - August 31, 2016 at 01:43 PM

Miss Williams was a phenomenal human and gym teacher. She
could make every student feel special. I had great respect for her
and the respect she extended to all her students. She was one of
my most memorable teachers. She made a difference !!!

Judith Olson - August 31, 2016 at 11:43 AM

I enjoyed knowing Joan all through the years that we were members
of the Delta Kappa Gamma International Society for Key Women
Educators (Chi Chapter). Joan lived every day to the fullest and she
was a joy as she communicated to us about her teaching, her
travels, and her love for living. She will be missed. Judith Olson

Judith Olson - August 31, 2016 at 11:34 AM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Judith Olson - August 31, 2016 at 11:32 AM

1 file added to the album New Album Name
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Judith Olson - August 31, 2016 at 11:27 AM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

sarah - August 31, 2016 at 09:28 AM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

sarah - August 31, 2016 at 09:27 AM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Vicki Vogel Willison - August 31, 2016 at 06:40 AM

Vicki Vogel Willison lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams
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Steve Crane - August 30, 2016 at 09:57 PM

Jo would round the corner and walk away from the Lake to join the
Gnam's Crane's and whoever else happens to be at the Red
Cottage that week. Jo's infectious and loving laugh would let all
know the party was "on." She shared a similar trait to a mentor from
Carroll, IA. Bill Evans in the teach and coaching of young people.
Not only in school, but a lifetime coach. Thank you Jo Williams for
being an integral part of all those you touched over the decades.
Will always cherish a pic you gave us in 1987 of the IA Great Lakes,
a most thoughtful and remembrance of you.

Wendy Andersen - August 30, 2016 at 09:41 PM

Wendy Andersen lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams

Pam Carlson Grems - August 30, 2016 at 07:11 PM

When I visited Jo a few weeks back at Hawkeye Nursing Home, she
talked about how much she enjoyed teaching at Spirit Lake. She felt
so privileged to be a part of all of the students lives. I told her she
was wrong, we students were the priveldged ones. She just smiled.
RIP Jo, job well done.

KS
Kate Shaw - September 02, 2016 at 12:25 PM

Her smile and tenacious attitude tells the whole story. God bless you
and all your kids
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Sheryl Tenney Ogle - August 30, 2016 at 07:07 PM

One of my favorite teachers in high school.
You could count on her to encourage you.
You will be missed Miss Williams.

Judy McGeorge Smith - August 30, 2016 at 04:52 PM

My favorite memories of Miss Williams include teaching square
dancing to our class, encouraging me with the uneven in
gymnastics and taking the time to work with us in bowling. Above all
else...her infectious smile, ability to make you feel special and her
incredible loyalty to SLHS Indians. Be blessed Miss Williams. You
certainly left your Mari with this student. Class of 1977

Cathy Bradham - August 30, 2016 at 12:55 PM

She was a great lady! Thoughts and prayers
from Bob and Cathy Bradham

Dave & Jean Hillary - August 30, 2016 at 11:57 AM

Dave & Jean Hillary lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams
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Mary Vander Woude - August 30, 2016 at 11:56 AM

Cherry jello with bananas and games of 500 will never be the same
without you 

John Huntsinger - August 30, 2016 at 11:51 AM

John Huntsinger lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams

Mary McClurg - August 30, 2016 at 11:35 AM

Mary McClurg lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Marlene Baker - August 30, 2016 at 10:50 AM

I Was very fortunate to have known Wo Jilliams as a friend co
worker and teacher to my children and my oldest grandchild. Have a
safe journey Jo. 

  
Marlene Baker
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Sandy Heerdt - August 30, 2016 at 08:52 AM

Joan will be dearly missed. I had the honor of giving her a ride to
our monthly Delta Kappa Gamma meetings, of which she was our
last surviving Charter Member. She shared many of her school and
travel memories with me and was just a joy to spend time with. I
was blessed to know her.

Rhonda Roseboom - August 30, 2016 at 08:04 AM

Rhonda Roseboom lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams

Rhonda Roseboom - August 30, 2016 at 08:02 AM

RIP Ms. Williams! You were the BEST PE Teacher known to Spirit
Lake Schools...You will be missed dearly.

SandyHaht - August 30, 2016 at 07:25 AM

I have fond memories of Miss Williams as my
PE teacher way back in 1961 and before. She
was tough but fair. She never forgot a face or
name, pretty remarkable considering she
came in contact with hundreds of students!
Rest in Peace Miss Williams
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Karen & Bob Eichner - August 29, 2016 at 11:32 PM

With great memories of Jo we light this
candle.

 Bob and Karen eichner

Kris Rickman Heitner - August 29, 2016 at 11:08 PM

Kris Rickman Heitner lit a candle in memory
of Joan Williams

Barbie Taylor - August 29, 2016 at 09:30 PM

Barbie Taylor lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

BT

Barbie Taylor - August 29, 2016 at 09:33 PM

Jo always called me Barbie. She always remembered everyone's
name...even years after graduation....and I mean a lot of years!! She
was the best teacher. You could tell she loved what she did. She
always had a smile. What a beautiful person. You will be dearly missed
by all.
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Theresa Baird Kuiper - August 31, 2016 at 07:46 AM

Wonderful person... She was eating in Perkins about 2 years ago when
I last saw her. While she didn't remember my name, she did know my
sisters, Monica and Cindy... She had such an impact on so many lives.
The world will miss her.

Michele Dyhrkopp Shortley - August 29, 2016 at 09:03 PM

Michele Dyhrkopp Shortley lit a candle in
memory of Joan Williams

Brenda Tenney - August 29, 2016 at 07:11 PM

Brenda Tenney lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Janet Hively Brown - August 29, 2016 at 07:00 PM

Janet Hively Brown lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams
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Janell erickson - August 29, 2016 at 06:52 PM

Janell Erickson lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Marsha (Olson) and John Smeltzer - August 29, 2016 at 06:51 PM

Ms. Williams was a true educator. Everything she did, every day,
was to better her students and her goal was that we would keep
moving! Her encouragement was the same whether we were
kindergartners or seniors in high school. As a physical education
major in college, I had already learned many of the activities we
were being taught because in high school because Ms. Williams
provided us with such a diverse program. There were trips to
Hinshaw Heights to learn to golf, the bowling alley, archery on the
fields north of the high school and, square dance with the boys PE
classes! We have been fortunate to spend a fair amount of time with
Jo in the last several years, some of that at the "Y", where she
continued to live the active lifestyle through classes and, more
recently, during her stay at Hilltop. Even with her loss of sight, she
learned John's voice and gave him a hard time too! She was always
proud to say that when she was fresh out of college, she taught my
Mom, and that she later had all three of us girls in PE. Every
teacher impacts a lot of lives and you rank right up there with those
who have created multiple ripples, beyond those students who were
fortunate to have you as a teacher. Thank you Ms.Williams, you
made a difference. Get those exercise classes going in Heaven and
make sure the women have shorts long enough to cover their
gluteus maximus!
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Pam Edmunds - August 29, 2016 at 06:45 PM

Pam Edmunds lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Gloria Christenson - August 29, 2016 at 06:45 PM

Gloria Christenson lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams

KK

Karen Krieger - August 29, 2016 at 06:57 PM

Jo Williams was an icon of the Spirit Lake High School ! She knew her
stuff and was a true educator....I am sure she leaves lots of memories
with all of her students....She never stopped caring about her
"students". They were her life !!!!

DC
Diane Chaplin - August 30, 2016 at 10:50 AM

I had the pleasure of knowing Ms. Williams as a customer. She was a
delight. I respected and admired her. I even envied her beautiful spirit.

L. A. "Boots" Booton, Jr. - August 29, 2016 at 04:28 PM

Miss Williams came to Spirit Lake when I was either in grade school
or Jr. High. She taught us to bowl & dance. Bill Haley and The
Comets were big then. She boxed my ears more than once. Terrific
person. Leslie A. "Boots" Booton, Jr.
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Peggy Rick - August 29, 2016 at 02:32 PM

What a wonderful example of being an educator. Jo Williams never
lost her zest for living and kept the rest of us on our toes. Rest in
peace, Jo! Job well done.

Gale and Dori Tibben - August 29, 2016 at 01:55 PM

Gale And Dori Tibben lit a candle in memory
of Joan Williams

Fran Jungjohan - August 29, 2016 at 11:45 AM

Fran Jungjohan lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams

Darcy Wells - August 29, 2016 at 10:19 AM

How fortunate we are that Miss Williams
graced our lives.
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Jennifer Schwager (Newbiggin) - August 29, 2016 at 09:56 AM

Jennifer Schwager (Newbiggin) lit a candle in
memory of Joan Williams

Doris Welle - August 29, 2016 at 09:53 AM

Doris Welle lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Larry and Mary Ann Jansen - August 29, 2016 at 09:39 AM

Larry And Mary Ann Jansen lit a candle in
memory of Joan Williams

Jackie Millea - August 29, 2016 at 09:24 AM

Jackie Millea lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams
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David Chozen - August 29, 2016 at 08:58 AM

David Chozen lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Jolene Fechter - August 29, 2016 at 07:40 AM

Heaven gained another angel. Miss Williams was an inspiration to
so many students in her long teaching career. And she continued to
know those students when she would see them after her retirement.
So glad I got to see her at her 95th birthday party. Truly amazing
woman-may she rest in peace! Jolene and Shawn

Sally Christensen DeLoss - August 29, 2016 at 07:34 AM

I think everyone in town had Miss Williams as a PE teacher. She
was the best. Saw her at a graduation last year and she still looked
the same. You have touched so many people. Rest in peace, Miss
Williams.

Jeff and Linda Butcher-Christoffer - August 29, 2016 at 06:01 AM

Jeff And Linda Butcher-Christoffer lit a candle
in memory of Joan Williams
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Barbara Haagenson - August 29, 2016 at 05:42 AM

Barbara Haagenson lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams

Ken Farmer - August 28, 2016 at 11:45 PM

Ken Farmer lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Deb Letscher - August 28, 2016 at 11:42 PM

We all have great memories of Miss Williams,
we were like her kiss and she cared for each
of us! Wanting us to try and do our best. I
remember the square dancing she taught
us..omgosh that was fun! Rest in peace!

Ruth Albrant - August 28, 2016 at 11:07 PM

A Class Act, not only to our PE but in
everything She did! RIP Miss Williams you
are Loved and will be Missed!
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Gloria Rieger - August 28, 2016 at 10:59 PM

Gloria Rieger lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Deb Knudson - August 28, 2016 at 10:44 PM

Deb Knudson lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Gwen Schwemmer - August 28, 2016 at 10:35 PM

My thoughts and prayers go out to the family. Miss Williams was my
PE teacher from 1972-1976. PE was one of my favorite classes.

Bonnie Post - August 28, 2016 at 10:26 PM

Bonnie Post lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams
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Dayle Broocks - August 28, 2016 at 10:25 PM

She was an amazing lady.I have many
memories of her from the school days.

 She will be missed.
 Dayle Broocks

Dayle Broocks - August 28, 2016 at 10:21 PM

She always reminded me of good school
memories. She was an amazing lady.She will
be missed.

 Dayle Broocks

andrea - August 28, 2016 at 10:06 PM

Willie taught my mom and then taught me. She was a great p.e.
Teacher! 

 You will be missed but are in a much better place! Say hi to mom for
me! 

 Andrea

Mendy Herke - August 28, 2016 at 09:51 PM

Who doesn't remember Miss Williams PE
classes-she taught us much more than gym-
she talked to you-she taught us different
dances along with physical ed- you learned
respect from her and so much more. She
touched so many lives. I have many many memories.

 Mendy Dennert
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Judy Peddycoart - August 28, 2016 at 09:24 PM

Judy Peddycoart lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams

bev thilges - August 28, 2016 at 09:21 PM

Bev Thilges lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Nancy Rickman - August 28, 2016 at 09:17 PM

Nancy Rickman lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams

Evy ( Hilliard) Billings - August 28, 2016 at 09:07 PM

We all have wonderful memories of "Miss Williams" , she was a
delight, always a smile and a positive word of encouragement to our
PE classes. God be with you our friend.
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Evy ( Hilliard) Billings - August 28, 2016 at 09:04 PM

Evy ( Hilliard) Billings lit a candle in memory
of Joan Williams

marilyn Mathews - August 28, 2016 at 08:50 PM

Marilyn Mathews lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams

Connie (Bush) Peters - August 28, 2016 at 08:34 PM

Connie (Bush) Peters sent a virtual gift in
memory of Joan Williams

Bob Wells - August 28, 2016 at 08:33 PM

Bob Wells lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams
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Pearl (Bauman) Somers - August 28, 2016 at 08:24 PM

Pearl (Bauman) Somers lit a candle in
memory of Joan Williams

Mark Neustrom - August 28, 2016 at 08:21 PM

Mark Neustrom lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Connie/Bill Wymer - August 28, 2016 at 08:15 PM

Connie/Bill Wymer lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams

Deb Knudson - August 28, 2016 at 10:42 PM

I wonder if she really knew how many young girls lives she influenced.
She was so kind and made each and every one of us in PE class feel
special R.I.P. Ms Williams
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Ann Bass - August 28, 2016 at 08:05 PM

A Teacher that influenced MANY people's lives in and out of the
school building. (Spirit Lake) Every time I hear the Irish Jig... I will
remember, Miss Williams. 

 I also remember when I returned to SL to teach at the Elementary
and Middle School and I decided to get my administration degree....
she really questioned me, "Do you really want to do that Annie, and
become one of 'them'?!" LOL 
She was the first "Energizer Bunny"! Always on the go! 

 Even though athletics was not my thing..... she still encouraged you
to do your best! God bless you, Miss Williams! We will miss seeing
you on this side of heaven. 

 Ann Ayres Bass--- SLHS Class of 1971

Linda (Radtke) Baltzegar - August 28, 2016 at 08:04 PM

Jo was every high school girl's second mother...Always listened,
always caring, ready to push you when you needed it...Such an icon
who is leaving great memories behind for everyone that knew her....

Doug & Sally Kness - August 28, 2016 at 08:03 PM

Doug & Sally Kness lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams



RN

SB

MC

LB

Rhonda and Savid Nelson - August 28, 2016 at 08:02 PM

Deepest sympathies to all of Joanns friends
and family...

Sherri Burke - August 28, 2016 at 08:00 PM

Sherri Burke lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Mardi Currier - August 28, 2016 at 08:00 PM

Mardi Currier lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Linda (Radtke) Baltzegar - August 28, 2016 at 07:59 PM

Linda (Radtke) Baltzegar lit a candle in
memory of Joan Williams
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Sally Hoffman - August 28, 2016 at 07:43 PM

Sally Hoffman lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Sally Hoffman - August 29, 2016 at 04:13 PM

What an amazing person and incredible teacher. Sh

Jeanne Carpenter - August 28, 2016 at 07:25 PM

Jeanne Carpenter lit a candle in memory of
Joan Williams

Connie Cook Fontenot - August 28, 2016 at 07:19 PM

Connie Cook Fontenot lit a candle in memory
of Joan Williams
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Bonnie Duhn - August 28, 2016 at 07:06 PM

Bonnie Duhn lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

Nancy Rees - August 28, 2016 at 07:00 PM

Nancy Rees lit a candle in memory of Joan
Williams

NR

Nancy Rees - August 28, 2016 at 07:05 PM

"Ms. Williams" was a strong woman and a great example for all of the
girls in her PE classes...back in the early 60's. She always
remembered each one of us by name, even many decades later. What
a wonderful lady!!!

John F Smeltzer - August 28, 2016 at 04:34 PM

Rest in peace Ms. Williams


