Mark Spoo

April 22, 1963 - July 21, 2025

Mark Spoo, 62, of Golden, CO, passed away unexpectedly on July 21, 2025,
in Spirit Lake, 1A, while participating in his passion of riding his bike on
RAGBRI.

Mark fell in love with RAGBRAI around 2007. By 2010, he had convinced his
brother-in-law, Brian Collins, to join him — Mark’s passions had to be everyone
else’s, too. His sister, Margie, shuttled Mark and Brian from meet-up points to
hotels, restaurants, etc. for three RAGBRAIs. But in 2013, Mark convinced her
to join the ride, and she rode a tandem with Brian. So, it was fitting that Mark’s
last ride of his life would be RAGBRAI in 2025. After an eight-year hiatus due
to health issues, Mark returned on July 21, 2025, to ride a single day of
RAGBRAI from Milford to Estherville. During the day, as RAGBRAI riders
made history as they left lowa and entered Minnesota for part of the day’s
ride, Mark suffered a fatal heart attack in the saddle. He left us, friends and
family alike, in his dust as he pedaled toward new heights.

As with bicycling, Mark relished travelling in the US and abroad. He even
combined the two passions when he took his bicycle to see more of England!
As the son of an Air Force serviceman, he lived in Turkey and Japan. As an
adult, he made numerous trips to England, Germany, Belgium, France,
Morocco, India and Australia. Routinely, Mark would travel to graduations,
weddings, funerals, hunting trips with cousins, or just to visit (and to talk).
Mark was not timid but always curious. In Casablanca, Mark wanted to eat
midday after the restaurants had closed (Margie had told him not to delay).



Upon learning of Mark’s plight, an elderly Moroccan gentleman, Joe, invited
Mark and Margie to come to his place because all the restaurants were closed
at 3:00 pm for the afternoon. Of course, Mark was ready for an adventure and
followed Joe to his luxury apartment overlooking the city. Mark and Margie ate
and conversed well into the evening with the gentleman (Mark liked to talk and
expected Margie to keep up as an interpreter from English to French). Joe
looked a little puzzled when Mark departed. Mark returned the day before
departing Morocco to give Joe a gift of appreciation and to talk some more.
Joe finally had the courage to ask if Mark and Margie were married. He was
relieved to learn they were siblings because he had never observed such an
odd married couple.

Long before the Moroccan affair, Mark travelled to Australia in 1995 after just
online conversations with two young Australian brothers. They remained close
friends and went to and from Australia and the US on a regular basis for 30
years. Of course, they also had two-hour phone calls with Mark, but as we all
know, that was a minimum for Mark. He saw the brothers marry and have
children. Mark even considered moving to Australia, but in the end, he did not
leave his beloved Colorado.

Mark was proceeded in death by his parents, Ronald and Esther (née
Halligan) Spoo. He is survived by his sister Margie Collins (Brian), niece Erin
Lemons (Keith), nephew Sean Collins (Jonny Murphy), two grandnieces Tess
and Kirsten Lemons, and grandnephew Jamie Lemons. He is also survived by
numerous loving aunts, uncles, and cousins as well as a multitude of dear
friends. Mark will be missed by all of those whose lives he touched.

The Robinson Funeral Home in Spirit Lake is assisting the family. Online
condolences may be left at www.spiritlakefuneralhome.com

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made in Mark’s name and sent to the
National Kidney Foundation at www.kidneyfund.org



Tribute Wall

| just learned of Mark’s passing in our athletic club newsletter. | met
Mark playing pickleball, and always appreciated his enthusiasm,
good nature, and love of his family. (He also had such beautiful
eyes) God bless him - what a way to go - doing what he loved.

Karen Ray - November 30, 2025 at 10:58 AM

I was hoping to find the name and family of this person...finally the
name was released and some space/time to provide the proper
respect.

| was the person DIRECTLY behind Mark during his last moments.
He crashed right in front of me and | veered hard left to keep him
safe. Then immediately stopped to help warned others. The group
behind us attended to him right away including a lady doctor |
believe that joined minutes later. They tried to keep him alive with
CPR and the ambulance finally arrived and they too tried to keep
him alive. We all stayed with him for 45 min or better.

He was so close to Brown Park (say 2-3 miles) to get the rest we all
needed. This was my 2nd Ragbrai and 1st full week and one | will

remember forever.

I have the GPS coordinates that marked my ride to that point if
interested.

God speed Mark!
My regards and best condolences to all the survivors and family.

Sengaloune Boualavong - July 31, 2025 at 09:38 AM



I am his only surviving family member. Please feel free to text me at
202-615-5245. Margie Collins (sister)

margie collins - August 04, 2025 at 07:15 AM

We saw Mark on RAGBRAI and prayed for him while everyone
jumped in to support him in his time of need. He was not alone and
hope his family and friends know that many people supported him
and prayed for him. Rest in peace. Bill

Bill Hummel - July 27, 2025 at 08:39 PM

Thank you so much, Bill. I am his only sibling and our parents are
deceased. This means a lot to me. Margie Collins

margie collins - August 04, 2025 at 07:17 AM

It was a beautiful peaceful day in Minnesota. We all walked our
bikes past Mark’s final moments in solemnity. The medical team
tending to him worked so hard to save him. There was a beautiful
rainbow not long after. | thought of the man whom | didn’t know
passing into the afterlife. Peace to Mark’s family and friends.

Beki Duhon - July 27, 2025 at 01:00 PM

Thank you for this beautiful tribute, Beki.
Margie Collins (sister)

margie collins - August 04, 2025 at 07:19 AM

Mark was a member of the Washington Park Lawn Bowling Club - one
of the three "Marks". It was always fun playing and chatting with him.
Sad news.

Mark Thorpe - June 03 at 04:45 PM



