Steven Turnquist
June 19, 1960 - May 12, 2026

Steven Turnquist, 66, of Spirit Lake passed away on Tuesday, May 12, 2026,
at his home in Spirit Lake.

A memorial service will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, May18, 2026, at the
Robinson Funeral Home in Spirit Lake. There will be a visitation from 4-6 p.m.
on Monday at the funeral home. Arrangements under the direction of the
Robinson Funeral Home in Spirit Lake. Online condolences may be left at ww
w.spiritlakefuneralhome.com

Steven Michael Turnquist was born on January 19, 1960, in Sundance,
Wyoming. For what he referred to as his “Prince Steven” years, he was raised
by his loving grandparents, Charles, Sr. and Myrtle Turnquist in Spencer,
lowa. His father, Charles Turnquist, Jr., met and married Joan (Margherio)
Turnquist and the family moved out to Ventura, California. Steve’s young
adulthood was shaped greatly by his time in California, the family’s eventual
move back to lowa, and his time in the United States Army.

It was love at first sight one fateful Halloween night at Sarg’s Bar, where he
met his wife, Sandra (Blankenburg) Turnquist, and the two were wed on June
16, 1984. From their marriage came two daughters: Jamie, who he lovingly
called his “favorite eldest daughter,” and Samantha, his “favorite youngest
daughter.”



From a young age, Steve found great joy in music. His musical pursuits
included many jam sessions, involvement with the local band 7-2-9, and one
of his greatest joys: being “stage crew” for a number of years at the Clay
County Fair.

As a man who took great pride in physical labor and a good day’s work, Steve
held employment over the years, mainly in factory settings. He also worked
very hard in the kitchen and loved to cook for those around him. Famous
dishes included his Thanksgiving mashed potatoes, grilled cheese and tomato
soup, and breakfast feasts for anyone that was around.

Later in life, Steve came to greatly enjoy the simple pleasures. He loved
listening to “The 70’s with Steve Goddard” on the radio and didn’t miss many
Jeopardy episodes. He spent many years in the backyard in Spirit Lake, lowa
under the oak trees with his partner Linda. Many great years were shared
along with many cups of “Jamaican Me Crazy” coffee.

Steve was an original, to say the least. He was always aware of how big the
world was and how short our time is on it. He spent every morning in prayerful
meditation, expressing gratitude for all he had, and that would probably be the
advice he would give to live by: prayer, gratitude, and a daily multivitamin.

He is survived by his former wife, Sandra Turnquist; daughter Jamie Turnquist
and granddaughters Jaelyn Turnquist and Amrielle Castro; daughter
Samantha Turnquist (Jacob Wallace); sister Terri (Kyle) Kinstler; and sister
Enean Mattis (Garth Servis). He is preceded in death by his parents, Charles,
Jr. and Joan Turnquist; and his partner, Linda Cook.
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Tribute Wall

Steven was my very good buddy for many years. | have great
respect for the guy. We had a lot in common. He is missed already,
indeed. -Brad

Brad Fullmer - May 18 at 08:24 AM

Steve turquoise will be missed very much. | use to love listening to
him play his guitar and he taught my husband Robert Pelletier a lot
about playing the guitar ( who is no longer with us)

Steve and my husband can play the guitar together up in heaven
where there life will go on.

I have known Steve for many years and | will miss him with all my
heart.

Deborah Ann Pelletier - May 18 at 12:40 AM

Lee Williams purchased the Simply Elegant Spat
hiphyllum for the family of Steven Turnquist.

Lee Williams - May 17 at 09:05 PM

Lee Williams planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Steven Turnquist.

Lee Williams - May 17 at 09:05 PM
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Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Steven Turnquist.

May 15 at 03:54 PM

I was 9yo when my cousin Steven Micheal was born. Because |
spent a lot of time with our grandparents | spent a lot of time helping
to take care of "Prince Steven". He was such a beautiful baby with
the most beautiful blonde curly hair! He had long hair before it was
even fashionable for boys/men as Grandma refused to cut it LOL
Rest easy dear Cousin till we meet again.

Barbara Royer - May 15 at 01:10 PM

Steven was my favorite cousin, and we were raised together in
California. In our world he was known as Steven Michael as we
shared the same first name and almost the same birth date, we
were only 3 days apart in age. Steve always called me old man
since I'm 3 days older than him, he is one of a kind!! You will be
missed, Steven Bruce.

A Hui Hou

Nancy Wolford - May 14 at 09:58 PM
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Larry & Barb, Mike & Nancy, Don & Liz
purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Steven Turnquist.

Larry & Barb, Mike & Nancy, Don & Liz - May 14 at 08:40 PM

Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Steven Turnquist.

May 14 at 02:01 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Steven Turnquist.

May 14 at 02:01 PM

Steven, Thank you for your military service for our country. Very

honorable of you. God bless this US Veteran Steven and his family.

Myra Snyder - May 14 at 12:59 PM

So many memories since high school. Favorite one—-playing the

guitar with my bestie! | love ya Steve——-see ya later...... CcC

Christy Swenning - May 13 at 05:04 PM
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